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pathks. -W,eie all aristocratic^ Here again there is little break with his later life. Morris did not cease to have aristocratic tastes when he became a Socialist; he merely desired that every one of his fellow-citizens should have the opportunity to indulge in aristocratic tastes also. His was an aristocracy of soul, not of lands and money.
In these Exeter College days Morris began the creation of formal literature. The earliest work has been mainly preserved in the pages of the Oxford and Cambridge Magazine, which was published monthly during the year 1856 at Morris's expense. It is most interesting to go through poems and prose works and find in them almost every essential characteristic of the most mature Morris of later days. For example, in his c* Story of the Unknown Church " we read of the Monkish Mason, his hero: " the figure I had to carve was Abraham, sitting with a blossoming tree on each side of him, holding in his two hands the corners of his great robe, so that it made a mighty fold." Again, " And in process of time I raised a marble canopy that reached quite up to the top of the arch, and I painted it too as far as I could, and carved it all about with many flowers and histories." That remained to the last days Morris's ideal of life and work—to carve (whether in stone or tapestry or on parchment or in words) with many flowers and histories.
Again, in sheer skill and power of craftsmanship there are things in the first work which he never